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come dry land. When areas of fossil-bearing rocks are exposed to
erosion, the fossils are uncovered, and in this way many fossils are
brought to the attention of man; but those that were exposed in
this manner in past ages have been destroyed, and so a great deal
of the fossil record has been lost. Fossils have also been destroyed
by being dissolved from rocks, by being subjected to great pressure,
and by various other means. As was previously stated, the soft

Fie. 409. Erosion on a mountainside (Taal Volcano, Philippine Islands)
parts of organisms are rarely fossilized. Owing to the above-
mentioned facts and for other reasons, the fossil record is not as
complete as we should like to have it; moreover, the study of such
fossils as can be found is very far from complete; yet, in spite of
its imperfections, the fossil record has given us considerable knowl-
edge of the past history of floras and faunas.
Eras and periods. Geological time is divided into five eras:
the Archeozoic, Proterozoic, Paleozoic, Mesozoic, and Cenozoic.
These eras are subdivided into periods.
According to the best estimates geological time has lasted at
least 2,000,000,000 years. About 500,000,000 years have elapsed
since the dawn of the Paleozoic era.